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THE 

TEXTBOOK 

EVALUATION 

COMMITTEE 

OF 

AMERICA’S FUTURE 
INC. 



An educational project that provides 
authoritative, objective reviews of individ¬ 
ual texts used in secondary schools. The 
reviews evaluate each text as an instru¬ 
ment for teaching and disclose the de¬ 
gree to which each accurately portrays 
(or conveys misleading concepts of) our 
government and economic system. 

America’s Future does not approve or 
condemn textbooks. The reviews state 
the facts, which speak for themselves. 
Conclusions are left to the readers. 


WHY the 

Textbook Evaluation 
Committee? 


For a number of years thoughtful, observant 
parents have noted that their children were 
acquiring, presumably at school, what the parents 
felt were potentially dangerous misconceptions 
about the American form of government and 
about our economic system. 

Investigations by various educators and others 
have shown that, in some schools at least, these 
misconceptions are indeed fostered, and that one 
of the main sources of the misconceptions is the 
texts used—especially the social science texts, 
which include the subjects of civics or govern¬ 
ment, geography, history, political science, eco¬ 
nomics, etc. 

Careful examination revealed that certain of 
these texts sharply criticize our free-enterprise 
economy without giving credit for its accomplish¬ 
ments, distort our history, disparage our repre¬ 
sentative form of government, and impute base 
motives to those who framed our Constitution. 
Conversely they create the impression that some 
form of state socialism or collectivism is more 
desirable. 

Parents in some school districts might possibly 
agree that this is what they want their children 
taught. But in many if not most school districts 
the majority of the parents would certainly 
agree that it is not a proper function of the 
public schools to disparage our existing form ol 
government and economic institutions. 


Under our existing form of government the 
people in each school district still have freedom 
of choice on this point. Their problem is to know 
which texts teach the economic and political 
concepts they want their children to learn. 


This is not to say, of course, that all textbooks 
in use in our high schools are mediocre, unsound 
or had. Neither does it mean that all textbooks 
are excellent, sound and written from a basic 
desire to instruct the future citizens of the 
United States in the meaning and aims of the 
governmental and economic system under which 
they livc-and out of which come the taxes to 
support the public school systems. 

The big point is that textbooks are primary 
tools in reaching, teaching, and molding the 
minds ol’ our children. The next point follows 
naturally: Mow is one to tell which arc the 
sound and which are the unsound texts? The 
American taxpayer who supports his local public 
schools may think he knows, but how can he 
make his knowledge effective? 


ORIGIN OF THE PROJECT 

Several years ago, America’s Future, Inc.-a 
non-profit, educational foundation with an emi¬ 
nent board ol trustees—made an amazing dis¬ 
covery. This foundation had published several 
pamphlets on the general school situation. As a 
result, it received inquiries from interested 
Parents, teachers, school-board members and 
others about specific textbooks in use in their 
local high schools. At the time America’s Future 
was in no position to answer these inquiries. It 
therefore looked around lor an organization or 
publication to which these requests could be 
re eired. It could not find anywhere in the 
iiitcd States an authoritative, objective source 
W */c/? mas reviewing or evaluating, high-school 

textbooks. 
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FUNCTION OF THE COMMITTEE 

The function of this Committee is strictly m 
formations! and educational Under nooroun 
Stance, does it propose to «d the -hools uh 
textbooks they should or should no. use. Us 
primary purpose is to supply interested pan.es 
with a clear, objective analysts of the content 
of each book that is reviewed. Iltese evaluations 
have ken made tvithin the scope <>f carefull) 
drafted standards (a cops’ of which is available 


on request), thereby providing lor patents, 
school-board members, teachers and others that 
which they have never had k-fore-an authonta 
live opinion on the context, sbnt (if any) and 
educational value of the k*>k\ from which 
American youngsters are king taught. 


The TurruooK i valuation oommmtii t» 
doing (w ith a great deal more care and effort) 
pretty much what is done in the case of trade 
lxx>ks. It provides reviews of textbooks so tlm 
anyone-private individual, professional educa 
tor, or public official-can judge their value 
This is a service of much higher quality than 


I 'at usually given by the general reviewer of 
trade Ixxrks. Because of the educational back¬ 
ground ol the reviewer, a much wider degre.- of 
authoritative knowledge is brought to bear than 
is the case in popular reviewing, 

PROGRESS OF THE WORK 

A great deal of favorable publicity on a 
national level has been given the project in var¬ 
ious newspapers, magazines and radio programs. 

The THXTUOOK EVALUATION COMMITTEE lias 
k-en generally acclaimed by those interested in 
the improvement of American schools, and it is 
a source of great pride to America’s Future and 
to the Committee that a considerable number of 
school administrators, teachers and parents have 
requested copies of specific evaluations. Their 
comments, both in letters of request and in sub¬ 
sequent correspondence, indicate that there is a 
great need for these evaluations and that they 
are king utilized effectively. 

The task of the Committee is not an easy one. 
There are more than 400 social science texts 
currently in extensive use in the high schools 
of the nation. Substantial and constantly grow¬ 
ing numbers of these have ken evaluated and 
the reviews made available to the public. Other 
reviews are in process of completion anil addi¬ 
tional texts are assigned lor evaluation from time 
to time. 

America’s Future, Inc. makes the individual 
evaluations available as a public service. No 
charge is made for these rc|*>rts. 

For titles of Ixxtks that have ken or arc king 
evaluated, and for copies of the reviews or other 
information about the Textbook Evaluation 
Committee and its work, write to America x 
Future, Ine., 542 Main Street, New Hochelle, 
New York. 
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EMBERS OF THE TEXTBOOK 


ANTHONY T. BOUSCAREN, Ph.D. 

Associate Professor of Political Science, Lc 
Moyne College, Syracuse, New York. Author, 
Communism in Theory and 1‘raclicc; A Guide 


NEIL CAROTHERS, Ph.D. 

Dean Emeritus, College of Business Administra¬ 
tion, Lehigh University, Bethlehem, Pa. Writer, 
lecturer and economic consultant. 

CLARENCE B. CARSON, Ph.D. 

Professor of American History, Grove City Col¬ 
lege, Grove City, Pennsylvania. Author, The 
Fateful Turn. 

RAYMOND ENGLISH, Ph.D. 

Chairman, Department of Political Science, Ken¬ 
yon College, Gambicr, Ohio. 


MARK GRAUBARD, Ph.D. 

Professor of Natural Science and the History’ of 
Science, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, 
Minnesota. Author, Man, the Slave and Master. 

A. H. HOBBS, Ph.D. 

Department of Sociology, University of Pennsyl¬ 
vania, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Author. The 
Claims of Sociology: A Critique of Textbooks; 
Social Problems and Scientism. 


WILLMOORE KENDALL, Ph.D. 

Department of Political Science, Yale University, 
New Haven, Connecticut. Editor, National Re¬ 
view. Author. John Locke and the Doctrine of 
Majority Rule; co-author, Democracy and the 
American Parly System. Lecturer. 

RUSSELL KIRK, D. Litt. 

Research Professor of Political Science, C. W. 
Post College, Long Island University, Greenvale, 
New York. Author, The Conservative Mind; 
Academic Freedom; A Program for Conserva¬ 
tives; The American Cause. Editor, The Uni¬ 
versity Bookman. 
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ANTHONY KUBEK, Ph.D. 

Chairman, History and Political Science Depart¬ 
ment, University of Dallas, Dallas, Texas. Author, 
Communism at Pearl Harbor; How the Far East 
Was Lost. 

WILLIAM M. McGOVERN, Ph.D. 

Professor, Political Science Department, North¬ 
western University, Evanston, Illinois. Author, 
Radicals and Conservatives. 

LEONARD C. McGUIRE, M.A. 

History Instructor, Stillwater Senior High School, 
Stillwater, Minnesota. 

FELIX MORLEY, Ph.D. 

Former President, Haverford College, Haverford, 
Pennsylvania. Author, Power in the People; 
Treaty Law and the Constitution; Gumption 
Island; The Foreign Policy of the United Stales. 
Lecturer. 

E. MERRILL ROOT 

Professor Emeritus of English Literature, Earl- 
ham College, Richmond, Indiana. Author, Col¬ 
lectivism on the Campus; Brainwashing in the 
High Schools. Lecturer. 

HANS F. SENNHOLZ, Ph.D. 

Chairman, Department of Economics, Grove 
City College, Grove City, Pennsylvania. Author, 
How Can Europe Survive; co-author, On Free¬ 
dom and Free Enterprise. Lecturer. 

CHARLES CALLAN TANSILL, Ph.D. 

Professor Emeritus of American History, George¬ 
town University, Washington, D. C. Author, 
Canadian-American Relations, IS75-I9II; Amer¬ 
ica Goes to War; Back Door to War. Lecturer. 

FREDERICK D. WILHELMSEN, Ph. et Litt. D. 

Now’ serving as Ful bright Professor at the Uni¬ 
versity of Pamplona, Spain. Author. Hilaire 
Belloc; No Alienated Man; Man's Knowledge of 
Reality; Omega: Last of the Barques. 
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Officers 

2 lTI>OLP X. SCOTT-Pres Jde-t 
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Trustees 
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AsstcxeBzc. 
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